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AT THE opening of Sabah’s first
palm-pressed fibre oil exraction

plant in the once-thriving thm--

‘ber town of Keningau last week,
“the state’s Minister of Industrial

Development Datuk Raymond -
Tan Shu Kiah imparted some’
valuable lessons in value-.

adding and leveraging on new

technologies as sources of gen-

~erating wealth, -

. Using the example of how Pen-
ang-based Eonmetall Group
" Bhd has helped Malaysia gaio a
foothold to lead in palm oil in-
. novations by developing and

holding the patent on palm pres- .

sure fibre oil technology, Tan in-
spired confidence among those
‘present at the event — that Sa-
‘bah can now tap technology by.

turning waste into “gold”.

For a town like Keningai,

‘which once rode the logging
boom umtil the late 1980s-when

its timber resources were de-
pleied, the fact that palm oil es-

tates have appeared in some °
parts recently should help the
local economy. - - ' )
. The exiraction technology de-
veloped by Eonmetall is used to.
recover.5 per cent residual oil

content from palm-préssed
fibre. This oil is-traditionally
used as hoiler fuelin more than
420 palm oil mills dotting the
country. . R o

Fonmetall last Thursday dé-
livered the extraction plant to
Kim Loong Oil Mill, which is be-
ing viewed as a stepping stone to

. tap Sabah’s estimated 122 palin

oil mills. ,

Kim. Loong is no stranger to

maximising profits by extract-

ing values out of crude pali oil

(CPO) and palm oil mill wastes. .
" Tts palm oil mill-in Johor is ’
‘being toutéd as the first re- .
gistered methane emission re-.

duction clean development

mechanism (CDM) project in the

-world for biogas generated from .

palm oil mill effluents. _
- The company’s first solvent

- extraction plant in Johor, which
‘was also developed by Eon-

metall, serves as what is be-
lieved to be the world’s first.

~ Prom the time the Johor fa- =
cility was. commisioned in

September .2007 to. July this
year, the facility has produced a

" total of 4,513 tonnes of solvent-.-

extracted red palm- oil worth a

" total of RM11 million, which
‘would have otherwise been .
burnt and lost in the hoilers of a- -

conventional palm oil mill.
Malaysia and Indonesia are
expected to joinily produce an

.- gstimated CPQ-output of 37 mil-

liontonnes thisyear, == -
Kim Loong Resources Bhd’s

. group executive chairman Gool

Seng Lim notes that if the palm
fibre oil exiraction technology
can.he successfully- implémen-

-fed in b_oth countries, there is a

 ®

poteﬁtial for 925,000 tonnes of
red palm oil thai can be re-
covered.. :

- And the toté,l'vé,lue of the fed =

pajm oil at today’s price of

RM2;700per tonne would trans-

late info a whopping revenue of’
RM2.5 billion.

.-

With the unleashing of the”

palm fibre oil extraction tech-
nology, the number of down-

stream applications which can

be developed is countless and

not limited only to palm oil en-

treprenuers, but other indus-
triesaswell.. .
The field is now wide open for
Malaysia’s palm oil mills to step -
up the value-chain in providing

-millions of tonnes of palm oil and
. oil-palm biomass for value-ad-
-ded downstream activities. o

[nnovation has always been ‘
the trademark of successful en- =~
‘tréprentiers and what better

way is to turn “uséless into use-
ful” while sparing the environ-
ment inthe process. - -



